
 

* Denotes employee of the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division 
  

Page 1 of 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes – January 23, 2023 
 

The regular meeting of the Michigan Citizen-Community Emergency Response Coordinating Council 
(MCCERCC) was held on Monday, January 23, 2023, at 7150 Harris Drive, Dimondale, Michigan.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by the chair, Capt. Kevin Sweeney.  Roll call was taken by 
the secretary, Mr. Brad Deacon, and the following Council members were present:  Ms. Megan Anderson,    
Mr. Brad Deacon, Mr. John Dulmes, Mr. Steven Frisbie, Mr. S. Tutt Gorman, Ms. Melissa Sherry (on behalf of 
Ms. Ginna Holmes), Mr. Jeff Parsons, Ms. Eileen Phifer, Ms. Linda Scott, Mr. Kevin Sehlmeyer, Capt. Kevin 
Sweeney, and Ms. Abigail Watkins.   

   
Approval of Agenda 
 

Mr. Deacon moved to approve the January 23, 2023, agenda.  Motion was supported by Mr. Dulmes.   
Agenda was approved as presented.     

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Ms. Phifer moved to approve the November 7, 2022, meeting minutes.  Motion was supported by              

Ms. Sherry.  Minutes were approved as presented.       
 

Reports of Committees  
 
Citizen Corps 
  
 Ms. Sherry reported that the MCSC is working with CERT teams to determine if they can offer training 
events for new volunteers.  Currently, many CERT teams are using online trainings by the University of Utah.  
Plans are to survey CERT teams to identify needs and additional ways to collaborate.  For statewide disaster  
support, they are developing virtual and on-demand training resources for communities for volunteers and 
donations management.  Work continues on the Southeast Michigan flooding.  The City of Detroit is reviewing 
a list of residents identified through VOAD and considering assisting them.  The list is a result of calls placed 
to residents via Wayne County to determine who needed furnaces and water heaters replaced.  Ms. Sherry 
reported that case management is winding down for the Gaylord tornadoes, but they continue to offer support 
to nonprofits serving those residents.  The community found that most of the existing residential repairs will 
need to be completed by licensed contractors.   
 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know (EPCR) 
 
 Mr. Eickholt reported that EPA is part of the SARA Title III workshop series.  While in Michigan, they 
also conducted inspections at facilities that either had a release or had past issues with their SARA Title III 
Tier II reporting.  EPA entered into a new Notice of Determination with Alamo Group, a large manufacturer in  
Winn, Michigan.  Upon that purchase, they discovered the facility had not been completing annual Tier II reports 
so they entered into an agreement that moving forward, they will do so. 
  
 Ms. Brenna Roos* reported that HMEP applications will be going out to local emergency management 
programs in the next few weeks.  The grant will be the same as in the past whereby local emergency  
management programs will be reimbursed through the HMEP grant for the creation of new and updated, offsite 
emergency response plans.  They will also allow reimbursement for additional activities, such as exercises, 
commodity flow studies, Tier II management subscription costs, and activities related to hazardous materials 
training.  The applications will be sent out electronically by MSP district coordinators but can be submitted 
electronically or via post mail.  Applications are due the first week of March.  Following receipt, counties will 
receive a grant agreement that must be returned to EMHSD prior to reimbursement of costs.       



 

* Denotes employee of the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division 
  

Page 2 of 3 

 Mr. Mike Young from EGLE announced that Michigan’s Tier II reporting season runs from January 1 to 
March 1.  Tier II reports are submitted to local fire jurisdictions and local emergency planning committees.  The 
reports include information on physical and health hazards of chemical storage and the amounts so that plans 
can be developed in the event an emergency situation develops at that facility.  The reports are collected 
through an online program called Tier II Manager.  An annual bulletin is distributed on March 1 every year as 
a reminder to submit the Tier II report.  This includes instructions on navigating the Tier II Manager website 
and how to submit a report.  Information is also provided on education outreach opportunities that facilities can 
take advantage of during the reporting season.  This includes an annual workshop and recorded, basic 
webinar.  Four in-person workshops will be provided this year.  There was one in Gaylord last week, an 
upcoming one on January 25 in Grand Rapids, one in Ann Arbor on February 1, and one in Lansing on 
February 8.  There were  over 40 people at the Gaylord workshop, and approximately 50 percent of them were 
new to Tier II reporting.  Continuing education credits are provided to first responders.  EGLE has a database 
that allows them to send email reminders to those who participated the previous year but did not submit their 
reports by March 1.  They have already received over 12,676 Tier II annual reports.  They typically receive 
over 7,000 reports each year, but many facilities don’t report until the last two weeks of February.    
 
Hazard Mitigation 
 
 Ms. Phifer reported the Hazard Mitigation Committee met on January 4 and discussed the hazard 
mitigation grant update and application evaluation table they plan to use.  She recognized Mr. Matt Schnepp* 
to provide an update on the Hazard Mitigation grants and application evaluations.   
 
 Mr. Schnepp reported EMHSD staff is currently assembling Michigan’s FY 22 BRIC (Building Resilient 
Infrastructure and Communities) grant applications.  There is $2.1 billion available on a nationally competitive 
basis under this program.  They sought applications last year and have been working with applicants to 
complete them, as they are due this Friday.  Staff worked with the communities to help improve their 
applications, and 12 total applications were submitted.  Mr. Schnepp referred to a spreadsheet handout that 
lists the 12 applications totaling $137 million.  The majority of the money is competitive, but each state gets a 
guaranteed allocation of up to $2 million.  Everything beyond that goes into the national competitive pool of 
applications.  The application is compiled with attached sub-applications required to be submitted in rank order.  
The Hazard Mitigation Committee reviewed the applications based on qualitative factors and then staff 
reviewed them based on technical factors, the majority of which were determined by FEMA and listed in the 
notice of funding opportunity.  The committee added a few factors to each category to put the state priority into 
the mix.  Four members of the committee reviewed the applications and provided rankings through an online 
survey in each of the categories.  Mr. Schnepp provided an overview of the proposed rank order listed on the 
spreadsheet.     
 
 Ms. Phifer made a motion that the MCCERCC approve the proposed ranking order for the FY22 BRIC 
applications, as ranked by the Hazard Mitigation Committee.  Ranking was based on maximizing the state’s  
$2 million allocation award and scoring qualitative and technical application criteria performed by Hazard  
Mitigation Committee members and EMHSD staff.   Motion was supported by Mr. Deacon.  Motion approved.    
 
 Mr. Schnepp announced that legislation passed in 2021 for the STORM (Safeguarding Tomorrow 
through Ongoing Risk Mitigation) Act, which is funding for FEMA grants to states in order to establish a 
revolving loan fund where communities can apply for a grant and implement hazard mitigation measures.  The 
application period is scheduled to open on February 1, and applications are due at the end of April.  The state 
could apply and loans would be made available to municipalities.  The first year includes a total of $50 million 
available nationally with minimum grants of $5.1 million to states.  The division is exploring the possibility of 
applying.  Grant application requirements outline that a call for projects be put out for six weeks to identify 
projects that would be issued loans if a grant is awarded.  There are still many unanswered questions but it 
would involve 20-year grants at one percent and EMHSD is embarking on the process. 
 
Old Business 
 
 Ms. Scott reported that since January 12, no Michigan counties are at high community levels for COVID.  
There are 34 counties at medium level (71 percent of the population) and 49 counties at low levels (29 percent 
of the population).  Healthcare facilities are under a different framework so masks are still required.   Reporting 
captures PCR testing, and many people are doing home testing.  Hospital bed capacity appears to be stable, 
but census is up due to other respiratory illnesses, such as Influenza and RSV.  COVID variant XBB.1.5 has 
become predominant and is highly transmissible.  Over 6.2 million Michiganders have completed their primary 
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series, which is about 62 percent of the population.  The percentage of Michiganders who have received their 
updated bivalent boosters is slightly above national average.  Seasonal flu activity continues to decline 
nationally, but the CDC estimates that so far there have been 25 million illnesses, 270,000 hospitalizations, 
and 17,000 flu-related deaths.  It is never too late to get a flu shot.  Oral antivirals are still effective against 
circulating variants, and those who contract COVID are eligible for therapeutics.  It is important that individuals 
contact their doctors when mildly symptomatic, as they cannot receive the therapeutics after the five-day range 
and becoming ill.  The MDHHS Bureau of Emergency Preparedness, EMS, and Systems of Care has been 
awarded two rounds of federal funding in support of work on MPox (formerly called Monkeypox).  It runs until 
the end of January 2025 and is for community outreach and targeting integrating Mpox vaccinations into routine 
care for those who are at the highest risk.  Ms. Scott announced they had EMS workforce grant opportunities 
that will increase education and support for paramedic training.  That activity was recently closed out, and they 
will be providing close to $6 million to organizations to help increase paramedics.  Another opportunity to apply 
for funding will be available in the fall.  The main grants that funded public health and healthcare for emergency 
preparedness are being arranged.  They are waiting for the next notice of opportunity for funding and then will 
apply. 
 
New Business 
 
  Captain Sweeney announced that the Great Lakes Homeland Security Training Conference and Expo 
is coming up in May, and invitations should be going out soon.     
 
Public Comments 
 
 There were no public comments. 

 
Adjournment 
 
 Mr. Dulmes made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was supported by Ms. Anderson.  Meeting 
adjourned at 2:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
                 
         Mr. Brad Deacon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


